
Apri 1 3, 1985 

Ms. Judi Schwartz 
Superfund Branch M/S 525 
U. S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Sixth Avenue 
Seattle, Washington 98101 

Dear Ms . Schwartz : 

@ 
Pacific Northwest Bell 
Sixteen Hundred Bell Plaza 
Seattle. Washinglon 98 191 

RE;..Ct-..t\l[O 

s1y rnfUNiJ BRANCH 

I have reviewed your letter of March 11, 1985 descr ibing the remedial 
options necessary to clean up the Western Processing toxic dump site. 
ft is evident that either a multimedia cap, excavation, or a combina
tion of both are the most likely means of action. 

Please be cognizant of the fact that Pacific Northwest Bell has an ex
tensive east-west underground duct and cable system located on South 
196th Street that extends easterly under the railroad tracks and serves 
a large industrial area to the east . 

I am enclosing a copy of RCW 19 . 122 which stipulates that an excavator 
is responsible for notifying the owner through a one-number locator 
serv ice prior to ~xcavating within the vicinity of underground facilities. 
The excavator is also responsible for the necessary support and protection 
of the facilities during the construction period, including backfilling. 
We are also concerned about access to our manhole located on South 196th 
Street with i n the site boundry . Vehicular access will be necessary for 
maintenance and cable construction activities . Also the manhole lid 
must remain accessible for entry into the manhole. 

Pacific Northwest Bell is not in oppos i tion to capping or excavating, we 
only.wish to bring these concerns to your attention to alleviate any un
foreseen economic or construction problems concerning our underground 
system lo ~ated wi thin the site . 

I wish to thank you for the cooperation and assistance your agency has 
given us i n the past. If you have any questions or if I can be of any 
assistance please cal 1. 

Si nee re 1 y, 

Duane E. Costa 
Staff Manager 
Room 2808 
( 206) 345- 29 72 
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NEIi SECTION. Sec. IS. · (I ) All nca,,a I or wtlo , I II tllle cour te or 

e•c••atlOII, contact• or d ... , .. •• UINler1round racllltJ •llell ..ctar, 

tile utl l ltJ 011nln1 or operatlne auclt facllltJ •ftd tile 011•·!Nllber 

locator ••r •lce. 

e•c•••tor c1u•lna the d ... 1e •~•II •••o alert tlle appr~rlate local 

pullllc a1fetr a1encle1 and•••• all appropriate 1tep1 to en•ure tile 

pull lie •afetJ. No da•aed ufldereround hell ttr •F t,e llurled untt t 

It I• re,.tred or reloca ted . 

CJ) Tlle Olffler of tile under1r OU1111facllltle111 ... ,e11 ahall 1rranae 

for repair• or relocatlOII •• aoo. •• la practlc•l or .. , penalt th~ 

e1ca•1tor to do aec:e•••rr repair, or relocation at a autuallJ 

acceptable price. 

Nl1I SUTION. Sec. I . All Hca.atloa of leH titan twehe l11chee 

ln ••rtlcal depth OIi prl•••• 19CNK.....-erclel pr~rtr allall lie e•~• 

rr1111 the r'"1ulr111et1t• or eectloq J of title act, Ir tlte ••c• •atlott I• 

lllellll ,.,ror91d '7 tlle peraoa or 111 -.10,ee or tile pernon lltlo -• i 
cw occu,I•• th ,,..,.rtJ N wlllcll tile eaca,,1t1011 h 1111"1 perfoiwed . . : 

NEW SICTION. s.e. 7. (I) MJ peraCNI .... •lof1te1 an, pro•IIIOCI 

or tllla cbpter, allld wlllc:11 •loJatlon r1111h1 la•-•• to 1111der1r ound 

f1cllltl11 , la au•)ect to a c t , 11 ,eaaltJ of 110t aore tllea ORe 

tllouaand dollara for eacll •tolatloe. All penaltlea rec:o,ered 111 aucll 

actl0tt1 1llall be depoalted •• t~• , ... ral fUINI . 

(2) AnJ ••c•••tor wllo wl l fullJ or .. 11clou11, d1a11e1 1 fl1ld· 

.. ,,_, llllllertround r1cllltJ •••• • be It•••• for treble c•e co••• 

lac11rred I• r1palrt .. or relocatl111 tllo racllltJ. 111 tllose c11ea le 

lllilcll •• 11ca•1tor rill• to eotlfJ ''"""' 111111er1round lactlltJ owtMrl 

or tlll .......... , locator 1enlce, ••r ..._,. to Ille ltnder1r0Ulld 

racllltJ 1lltlll lll 'deeaed wilful and .. 11ctou1 and allall be 1ull)ect to 

tr1ble delll111 ror cottl Incurred la repa l rt111 or reloc1tln1 t •e 

fad lttJ. 

CJ) '1111• c,1pter doe, aot ,rrect any cl•ll reeedle• for peraonal 

tejurr or for proper tr ctaaaae, lac: ludlne tut to. under1round 

racllltlea , !Mir doe1 tlll1 c,epter create an, new ct,11 ,...,die• for 
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-rlcH paai.llc wrb a1aoclat1oa. •runaa , .. 11 Include 

,.,.,,,1c1tloe letter• fadtcatt., t'- 1peclftc ,,,. or ••e 

..,.,,rouad facllltJ , 

CIO) .,.raoa• ..... •• 1a,1,111ua1, part .. ra,tp. fr111C•I•• ,older, 

aaaoclatloa, corporatloa, 1 atate, • cltt, 1 couatp, or ••, 

.,. .. 1,t1loa or l1atr....-t1llt7 of a 1t1t1, alld Ill ..... , ... , 11ea11, 

or 1 .. 11 re,r11 .. tatl,ea. 

(II} •1e, .... ,11 accurecr• ..... locattoe wltll• tweat, . four 

tac:•11 of ••• 1111t1llle dlaeul1N11 or llot• atclea or 111 ulcler1rOIUld 

f1c1t1t,. 

(IJ) •u.ter1rOlllld racllltp• ..... 117 1, .. llurl .. or placed llel111t 

arOlllld ror u11 I• coaaectloa •••• ••• ator•a• or con,ep111Ce or .. ,.,. 

.... ,.. electroalc , tat.,...lc or 111.,replilc c_,.lcalloa1 , 

c•••••l•lon, electrlc ... ,,, , ,.troleua prochlcta, •••· ••••ou• 
Hpon, MHrdOul ........ or ·ot••r ,u,1UIICII .... IIICludlftl llut IOI 

llaltod to ,,,.,. , ... , •• coadulta, c•••••• ,11,11, 11 .. 1, wlr11 , 

•llllole1. attac .. au, •• tlloee ,arte or pole• or ancNn t.etw 

,r ..... 
CIS) •on. . ...._, locator 1er,1c1• 1111•• • ••r•lce t•roua• .. ,c, • 

,.r,oa caa aottr, utllltlea ... r-.ue•t rJeld-.. ,,ana of under1roulld 

r•dUtle1. 

.. 111:'TION. 

,,o,lde IOIIH ., ... ICNdulld e acwntor 

e1c1•1tton to all owner1 or ullder1roulld r1cllltte1 t•roua• • CN1e· 
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locator ,er,lce. 

2 •••••••••. -..ttce ,,,11 .. pro•lded llldl•ld1111lt1 to t•o•• own.re or 

J under1r0Ulld facllltlee ,nowa to or 1u1,ected of •••Ina ullder1round 

4 racllltle1 wtt••• t•e area of pro,oeed e1c&•1tloa. 1111• notice ehall 

I be cOa11111tcetect to the 0111Mr1 or •••r1round r1cllltle1 not •••• •••n 

I two llu1lne•• ••,• or aore than ten lluelae•o d171 .. ,ore the •c•eduled 

7 date for CGIIIIWIH:teent or eac•••tlOft, unle11 ot•erwlee •mreed •, the . ,., ..... 
I Upoft rec:ea,, of "e notice pro,tded for In Ulla eectloa, the 

10 Olffler or ••• vnder1rou!Mi rectlltJ •••ti pro•lde ••• eac•••tor •ltll 

II rea111fta•1, accurate tnro .... tloa 11 to lt1 loc1t1ble ullder1round 

12 f1cllltlea bJ aurf1ce-.. rktn1 the location or••• r1cllltle1. It 

13 there •r• Identified INJt unloc:etable ullder1rounll ractll1le1, the 

If Olfllef of eudt lecll I UH 1•111 pro•lde tile HCIYator WI .. Ille Nit 

IS •••II•••• l11fotw1tlon 11 to t•elr loc1tloa1. 'Ille owner or tlle 

II under1round f1ctlttr pro,ldlll , .. lnforaatloa •••ti re1po• no liter 

17 thin two ~1l111a1 d&Ja after••• receipt of tlle notice or before tlle 

II e1c1•atlon tl111 . at t•e opttoa oft•• owner, unte11 otherwl1e •areed 

II •r tlle ,-rtle1. l•c•••tora ••••• not e1c•••t• until all known 

10 r,clllllH llne bH1t •rled. Once, •rked •, tlle -.r of tlle 

JI utlderaround factllty, t•e eac•••tor 11 re1pon1lble for .. 1nt1tal .. 

22 tile .. ,,,... . llCGYltOrl lhall •••• the r,,., to r~el,e 

23 coape•11tloa rraa ••• Olllter of••• uncler1roulld facll~t, for co1H1 

24 lncurrlNII If tlle owt1er or••• u1N1er1round fecllttr •~• not locate 111 

2S facllltle• In 1ccorda1tee ••t• t•t• 1ectlon . 

21 'Ille.,_..., or the under1round r,ca111, ••••• •••e t•• rt1•• to 

27 recehe ca1pen11tloa . for co111 tncurred I• reapoadlftl to e1cew1tl111 

Ja 110tlce1 at•en le11 •••• two ~1l11ea1 d1J1 prior to the e1c1Y1tloo 

29 froa the ••c•••tor . 

ao An OtMer or Uftder1rounll racll t ttea •• aot required to lndlcato 

31 tile preaeec1 of e1l1tln11er,lce l1teral1 or ,,...rt1n111c1, 1, ••• 

32 ,re1ence of eatetl .. 1er•lce 1,1er111 or appurte1Maee1 an••• alt• or 
JJ "• con1truc:t1oa project c111 .. wteralNd froa ••• preaeace of otller 

34 ,t1lbl1 r1cllltlea, auc• •• liulldln,1, .. nlola1, or .. ,er ... 

!S JUMtloe bo111 on or adjece11t to tN coaetructlon 11te . 

E'ller1enc7 e1c1•Gtton1 are eaeapt from••• tlae requlreaent1 for 
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UNJVER~IT'r' OF \\'.-\SJll\"(.3TO/'\ 

Sc/tool of Pu Mir }fralrh and Com ,111111itr .\/ rdiri11t 
/Jr('artmr11t of E n-..,ronrnrntal II ralt/r . .... ;c -}./ 

Phil Peters 
Industrial Hygiene Division 
Department of Labor & Industries 
P.O . Box 207 
Olympia, WA 98504 

Dear Mr. Peters: 
Ref . #75-5 

October 11, 1983 

The two referenced samples of sludge from a telephone cable vault adjacent 
to the Western Processors site were analyzed for metals by ICP-AE Spectroscopy 
and for Polychlorinated Biphenyls and other organics by gas chromatography. 
The results are summarized as follows: · 

P.C.B.s: Arochlor 1254 was detected at about 2 µg/gram sample. (2 ppm) 

Organic Solvents: None detected at identifiable levels which would be 
about 50 ng/gram sample (50 ppb). 

Metals: Major components: zinc - 3000 ppm 
Al - 6000 ppm 

Minor components: Lead - 154, As-160 
Fe - 148, Cu - 216 
Mn - 320~ Ni - 100 

Trace components: Se 48, Cd 24, Cr 26 
Co 10, Sb 70, Tl 78 

The minor and trace metals screened by ICP can be subject to interference from 
major components; therefore the reported values are approximate, should be 
considered a maximum value. We recommend further confirmatory analysis 
before (if) any action is taken based on minor or trace metal components . . 

LEM: se 

Sincerely, 

__,;' . - . ~ . !_. _-_.,/ .: 
....:.. _ ... ~ .... _ L... • ) • ..,,- . : /../ •• • • • 

Lee E. Monteith 
Laboratory Supervisor 

.. . , 

EB1151 



IOHN SPELLM<\N 
Govf'rnor 

s TA n or I.\" ~~Hl,'\iGT( )~ 

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRIES 
DIVISION OF INDUSTRIAL SAFETY & HEALTH 

300 West- Harrison Street 
Seattle, Washington 98119 

November 9, 1983 

Mr. P. G. Mason 
Staff Specialist - Corporate Safety 
Pacific Northwest Bell 
1600 Bell Plaza, Room 2011 
Seattle; WA 98191 

Dear Mr. Mason: 

Report No . 2200 

At your request, a health evaluation was conducted at two cable vaults 
adjacent to Western Processing site, Kent, Washington. The purpose 
of the evaluation was to determine concentration of contaminant(s) in 
the spaces and to recommend appropriate personal protectiye equipment 
for entry. 

Please find enclosed sample data forms and laboratory analysis for water, 
sludge, and airborne samples collected. The bulk sludge sample collected 
at Manhole No. 194 did indicate low concentrations of heavy metals and 
PCB • . 

Safe entry and work operations can be accomplished through normal confined 
space entry procedures. If the spaces are extremely wet after pumping, 
ventilation should be maintained for a reasonable period of time to accomo
date some modicum of dryness. Personal ptotective equipment should include 
rubber boots, impervious gloves (if practical), and disposable coveralls. 
Respiratory protection will not be required. Personal hygiene should 
include washing of exposed skin after work operations cease and before 
smoking or eating. ~ 

This completes the evaluation as requested. Should you have any questions 
in regards to the evaluation, sampling, ot analysis, please give me a call 
at 281-5533. 

RliK:mjw 
Enclosures 
cc: D.E. Costa 

bJ!M 
Richard H. Kost 
Industrial Hygiene Consultant 

EB 11 5 2 
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Mr . Frank B 1 anchard. 
Safety Specialist 
Pacific Northwest Bell 
3408 N. E. 4th 
Renton, WA 98055 

Deaf Mr. Blanchard : 

cc.! 

t(ur.1r. 
To 8/~ 
()r/f ,~d 1'(;) T. ,1,. ~~ 

MIU- f/'1/ 6L. 

At your request the Department of Environmental Health conducted an industrial 
hygiene evaluation to determine the possible risk to Pacific Northwest Bell 
employees to contact with contaminated ~1ater in an underground vault. 

The site was visited on December 3, 1981 and a sample of ground water. which had 
flooded the vault was collected for chemical analysis. 

Since there was no way of know-ing the possible nature of the chemical contamina
tion present in the vault, some reasonable assumptions were made as to the possible 
chemical nature of the contamination. The water was checked for its pH, ·which 
would be an indication whether the contaminat ion was an acid or an alkaline 
material. The Seattle-King County Health Department was ask~d to detennine if 
there was fecal coloform bacteria present which would indicate whether the ground 
water was contaminated by sewage. Finally, a simple head space analysis was 
conducted for the presence of hydrocarbons which may have entered the water from 
the adjacent chemical r~cycliig plant. 

All the above ·mentioned analysis proved negative. The pH of the water was 6.8 or 
essentially that of neutral water. Seattle-King County Health Oepart:;~nt ;·eported 
that there was 12 fecal coloform bacteria/ml of water, a result that i s consistent 
with ground water that is not contaminated by sewage. In typi"cal sewage contaminate~ 
water one would see hundreds to thousands of fecal coloform/ml. The hydrocarbon 
analysis revealed only a very moderate level of contamination whicr. would not pose 
any significant health hazard. · 

Based upon an understanding of the standard work practices and policies adopted 
by Pacific Northwest aell and specifically the requirement that the vault be 
supplied continuously with fresh air from outside, it is our conc·lusion that there 
exists no health hazard due to the possible inhalation of airborne contaminants. 

It is not known whether the . material in the water may cause some dermal ·irritation. 
For this reason we recommend that either· the working area be washed freF:' of the 
material or that workers wear appropriate gloves or protective devices on their 
hands to prevent contact of the skin with any of the contamination . 
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If you have any questions or ·concerns regarding this report, please do not hesitate 
to contact me at (206) 543-9711. 

RLS :se 
cc: Steve Cant, L&I 

s i nee rely, 

~l/44~ 
Robert L. Schumacher 
Teaching Associate 
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